SWANSEA
FOOD FORUM

Themes & Priorities
Swansea Food Forum was held on 30th March
2022, with the aim of understanding the views
of people from all sectors and communities
in Swansea to shape a food charter and vision
that will help develop a sustainable food
system in Swansea. We asked:

‘How do you picture a
food system that works for
people and nature in the city
and county of Swansea?’
From the detailed discussions, several key
themes stood out as priorities:

Improved Collaboration
Across the local food industry to develop
shorter local supply chains.
Between sectors to ensure local
procurement is supported and made
easier, and organisations of all sizes and
types can work for mutual benefit.
Between growers/producers to improve
markets and supply levels, and to cater for
local needs.
Across the region to connect producers
and customers.
Between policy makers, producers,
distributors and people to end food waste.
Local producers and services to be
mapped to facilitate local collaboration
and develop networks.

Ending Food Poverty
Initiatives and practical support backed up
by policy to help those on lower incomes
access quality local produce.
Education in communities, with emphasis
on more deprived areas, so people want to
start growing, buying, and eating healthy
local food that is of both health and
economic benefit.
Increased number of local growing and
community food initiatives so everyone
has access to the healthy food they need.

Land Availability & Policy
More land given over to growing, from
school grounds to council and hospital
land as well as rural land currently used for
other purposes.
More space available for both commercial
and community growing.
Policies that resolve planning issues for
growers and support smaller producers
to be viable whilst encouraging larger
producers to work in a regenerative way.
Policy makers to place greater importance
on local sustainable food when developing
Health, Social, Environmental and
Economic policy.

Education & Skills
Develop education and skills of children
and young people about food and
growing, and embed growing in schools.
Skill building opportunities for farmers
and potential new entrants to the
food sector focussed on sustainable/
regenerative growing practices.
Good marketing of local produce to
increase understanding of the health,
social and environmental benefits of
sustainably produced local food.

Swansea’s Food Landscape
More local markets and outlets available
for producers.
More small scale producers, with larger
producers growing in a more regenerative
way and selling locally.
Larger organisations procuring local
produce.
More people/communities ‘growing their
own’ and able to access local produce
whatever their socio-economic status.
People In Swansea understand the
benefits to themselves and their
environment of using local food, leading
to increased demand.

